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TtM Allies and the United States
In Russia.

If the Allies and the United States
hoped, as Germany hopes, to reduce
the Russian people to Impotence and
to subjugate their country, the prob-

lems that would be presented to them
for solution would be simple. The
task would be arduous, the effort nec-

essary to accomplish It would be tre-

mendous, but In Its broad outlines It
would be easy o comprehend ns
easy to comprehend as the robbery
Germany has undertaken Is.

All that Germany must do Is to,

encourage and accelerate disunion
among the people of Russia, to flat-

ter, cajole, bully or subsidize men of
Influence who can be Induced to play
her game, to use her diplomatic and
military forces for the promotion of
strife, for the protection of Individu-
als useful to her, nnd for the coer
cion of those who oppose her. The
wrecking of Russia Is nn undertak
ing In the prosecution of which not
many difficulties present themselves,
particularly to the stntesmen of Ger
many, whose treaties nfe scraps of
paper, and by whom all pretence of
decency wns long ago abandoned.

But the Allies and ' the United
States are equally ambitious to save
Russia from madmen of her own
breeding, from traitors working for
Germany, and from tho Germans.
Their ultimate object Is altruistic;
the circumstance that a free, sane
and powerful Russia Is desirable for
the attainment of the objects for
which they are now struggling them
selves does not deprive their purpose
of Its laudable character and ennnot
hide the disinterestedness on which
it Is based.

It Is essential to the success of the
design of the Allies nnd the United
States that the Russian people
should understand thoroughly its
spirit They must be educated to
comprehension of the fact that no
ulterior scheme is conceoled behind
our assurances of continuing friend'
ship; that our refusal to countenance
a man or a fnction Is not based on
desire to injure, but to help; Unit
our offers of assistance are made for
the benefit of the population of Rus-

sia, and not for the financial or po
litical benefit of nny other people.

There has been criticism, some of
It caustic, because the Allies and the
United States have seemed to be

their duty, not only to Russia
but to themselves, in the last twelve
months. But the delays that have
occurred have been the5 result of de
termination to nvold hasty action,
and particularly to avoid nets that
would mislead tho Russian people,
and If their fruit has been a plnn by
which Russia can be rescued, the
time spent In concocting it will have
been well spent.

The News In Germany.
General Ludendorjt'b " cheerful

words of explanation designed to
convince the German people that the
retreat from the Marne was In fact a
tremendous German victory do not
appear to have been received with
enthusiasm by a population especially
trained to accept official proclama
Hons nt their face value.

The General boasts that Focn's
troops did not annihilate the Crown
Prince's army; that It was not de--

stroyed In the Marne salient ; nnd he
explains that the name of tbe Marne
nnd the phrase "gain of ground" are
only catch words "without Impor
tance for the Issue of the war." His
labored utterance Irresistibly recalls
the fox which, having lost Us tail
besought all tho other foxes to cut
off their brushes. Perhaps that lonely
and conspicuous beast was in the
mind of General I.udendorff when
be spoke with such apparent lngenu
ousness to the correspondents who
recorded tho retrogressive movement
of the Crown Prince's battered and
depleted battalions.

That Ludendorff conducted his re-

treat skilfully will not be denied
that the discipline enforced on Ger
man soldiers bore fruit on this occn
slon Is obvious; but these facts do
not hide what really hnppened. Lu
dendorff's strategy wus frustrated
his plan of campaign wns upset, hi
armies were beaten, and ho w
forced to quit, with heavy loss In
men, with Impaired prctlgp, nnd with
great sacrifice of stores and muni.

tlons, positions he had won In costly
encounters. He has the same right
to congratulate himself that Is fairly
that of a man vho escapes with his
life when a tornado lays waste his
farm, demolishes his home, and un-

does tho results of years of careful
planning and hard toll.

The nttltude of the German people
Is probably revealed correctly In a
special message to Tne Evenino Sun
In which the Berne correspondent of
the )oli Maii quotes the Tagcblatt
of Rcrlln as saying that the news of
the Marne defeat "produced scenes
of unspeakable despair" In Berlin,
and that "such outbursts of utter dis-

couragement nnd downheartedness"
had not been seen since the war be-

gan. This picture Is reasonable; the
German people had been told their
Invincible troops were to march
straight to Parts, that neither tho
French nor the British could stop
them, and that tho tales of American
soldiers In France were false. Now
LunENDORTT says that "the American
nnd African auxiliary troops" arc
not "underestimated" by the mili-
tary authorities.

In the despatch to The Evenino
Sun from which we have quoted, a
Vienna merchnnt Is reported ns say
ing "It is impossible to detect nny
particular sign of disappointment or
regret In the faces of nny consider-
able number of people" In Austria-Hungar- y

because of the German de-

feat. Further, this observer says:
I had occasion to talk to several

officers of higher ranks, and they did
not conceal their satisfaction over the
fact that German bombast had got a
smack In the face.

"They even, took the trouble to point
out that whereas) Auatrlana on the
Plave suffered from treachery, the Ger-

man assertion that their Mam defeat
leo was due to treachery would not

hold water.
"These Austrian officers held that the

Germans had been beaten fairly by bet-

ter generalship."

That the Germans have been
driven, fairly beaten, by better gen
eralship from below the Marne to
above the Vesle is the fact, nnd the
German masses will some day grasp
It despite tho military lenders' efforts
to convince them that to sustain a
sound thrashing Is actually to achieve
a great victory.

Colonel Watterson Eases Up.
The nnounccment tli.it Henry Wat

terson "ends his active connection"
as editor of the Louisville Courier- -

Journal stuns those who hnd hoped
thnt he would net ns n deterrent to
men who are Inclined to retire from
work nt middle age. The Colonel Is
only 78 by "Who's Who" nnd only
33 by his general sprlghtliness. Those
New Yorkers who have had the good
fortune, recently to see him on our
streets, nnd particularly In the re
gion of the Manhattan Club, hnve
been struck by his Increasing youth;
they were sure that If he got much
younger CnownER would pick him up.
Of course, If there was n chance for
Marse Henry to get Into the army he
never would wait for the Provost
Marshal General, but enlistment goes
by years and not by patriotic calories.
Tho Colonel has been obliged to stick
autocracy with a pen Instead of a
bayonet, and he has stuck it early
nnd often. When we rend that he
will contlnuo to serve he Courier- -

Journal In na advisory capacity we
cannot help thinking that his first
nnd frequent ndvice to the new editor
will be: "To hell with the Hohen-zoilorn- s

nnd tho Hnpsburgs!"
Marse Henry reminds us thnt he

Is laying aside the cares of editor
ship only nfter fifty years of glorious
reign. He, Editor Watterson, speaks
of Editor Watterson as follows In

his officially final editorial article In

tho Courier-Journa- l: '

It may not be deemed overweening
vanity It he takes some pride in the
circumstance that he has served at tae
head of a leading dally newspaper longer
by many years than any other person
connected with the American press In

the larger cities of the United States.
Mr. Bennett, the elder, founded the
New York Herald in 1835 and died in
1872, thirty-seve- n years. Mr. Greelet
founded the New Tork Tribune In 1841,

dying In 1872, thirty-on- e years. Mr.

Prentice established the Louisville
Journal in 1830, being succeeded In 1868

by Mr. Wacttbson, who In that year
made the consolidation with the Courier,
creating the Courier-Journa-l. That was
fifty years ago. Time, as Artemus
Ward observed, passes has a way of
passing."

Colonel Watterson's record Is In

deed remarkable, and It may be that
he has Indeed been the heud of his
paper longer than any other Amerl
can has served as tho editor In chief
of a newspaper. But when he says
"longer by many years" we cannot
help wondering whether he does not
consider tho New York Evening Post
a "lending dally newspaper," or
whether he has forgotten William
Cullen Bryant. That gifted mnn
became lhe editor of the Evening Tott
not later thnn 1828, and he was Its
editor until he was mortally stricken
on May 20, 1878. At least one news-
paper historian, Frederic Hudson,
records Bryant's editorship as begin-
ning In 1820. If that were correct,
Colonel Watterson would be a run-
ner up. Most biographies of Bryant,
however, write him down as having
begun his editorship in 1828; so, un-

til the month and dny of the editorial
beginnings of both the poet and the
Kcntucklan are brought t6 the sur-fuc- e,

the contest seems to be n tie
or1, ns the Colonel himself might say,
a dead heat.

For tho sake of young men whose
life's ambition Is to be the oldest
editor In the world, the exact dates
of the Important epochs In the lives

I'l'iimi 'ii' inn ii J' Ml,

of these two remarkable men should
be determined. Colonel Watterson
may have time for the Interesting
research. Meanwhile we shall miss
his unmistakable writings and occa-
sionally endeavor to distinguish,
among the articles In the Courier-Journa- l,

those which hnvo the bene-
fit of his advisory skill.

Tbe King of America.
The world has been assured, these

many years, of tho high state of Ger-
man Intelligence. Tho statistics on
Illltcracy-i-nn- d of course German sta-

tistics never He tell us that the un-

educated German Is only one In two
thousand. A German wife, presum-
ably of tbe Intelligent majority, wrote
a letter to her husband, a soldier, and
when his captors read It they found
these expressions of her deep concern
and her rare knowledge of American
ways :

"We hope you will soon return. Tbu
are certainly to be sympathized with.
We are always praying with o'jr deep-

est feeling that you may not be eaten
up by Indians or hanged by cowboys
with lasso ropes.

"It they should wish to scalp you,
you should first make appeal to the
King of America. Is ha also an In-

dian?"

For the benefit of tiny German who
may come upon to dny's Sun In bis
prison camp, we wish to say that tbe
King of America is not nn Indian ex-

cept on bowling night or at tbe lodge
Initiation. The King of America Is a
mixture of about nil the races. Includ
ing tbe Scandinavian. His color
ranges from Victor Murdock blond to
deep black. His, height varies from
five feet to eeven. His brow, which at
present he mops with twenty million
handkerchiefs. Is high and unfur-rowe- d

with nnxiety.
This King of America uses ns a

throne the swivel chnlr. tbe cattle
pony, the harvester seat, tbe swings
of a ship, the bleachers of a baseball
field. His sceptre Is a pen, n hammer,
a steering wheel, n plough handle,
an engine lever or a type etlck. His
palace Is in Third avenue. Riverside
Drive, Keokuk, Iowa, or San Diego,
He holds cummer court nt Coney
Island, Newport or Cbnutauqun.

The King Is much Id uniform these
days, nnd be expects to wear more of
It. He considers It his duty to make
war on other nnd different kings, so
thnt there may be more kings like the
King of America nnd no kings like
the King of Prussia. His Queen,
whose .age may be anywhere from
seventeen to seventy, is heart and
soul with him in hl purpose.

For Intimate particulars as to the
method of warfare used by the King
of America, the perturbed wife of tbe
German prisoner might Interview the
Prussian Guards, If nny be left.

Malvy Sentenced to Banishment.
A former French Minister of the

Interior, Louis J. Malvy, has been
found guilty of "holding communica-
tion with the enemy." He Is nnother
of the group of defeatists whom
Clemenceau declared upon becoming
Premier he would bring to Justice.

Malvy's trial took on more of n
political complexion than that of any
of the defendants previously ar
raigned In these celebrated cases. Be
sides his service In the Caillaux Min
istry, Malvy had been nctlve In four
succeeding Cabinets and he had a
recognized political following. With
his experience, both lis n French
legislator and lawyer, he proved.
an ndrolt and able witness in his,
own behnlf. Three former Premiers,
Briand, Rinor and Pai.nieve, gave
evidence of his service ns member of
their Cnblnets which might have been
construed in his favor.

It mny have been due to the politi-
cal character of his trial, ns well ns
to the fact that he was a member of
the Chamber of Deputies, that the
very unusual sentence of banishment
was passed upon. him. In Franco this
wns a weapon of the law usually di
rected against royalist pretenders, or
political offenders; nlthough It was
employed In the Napoleonic coup
d'Ctat of 1831 to exclude from Franco
certain members of the legislative ns
scmbly. The sentencing of Dreyfus
to Gulnnn, although sometimes re
ferred to as banishment, was In real
lty a sentence of military punishment
bcyoud the seas. Malvy forfeits his
sent In the Chambers. It Is np
parently left to his discretion In
which foreign land he Is to serve the
five yeans of his banishment.

Next to Caillaux, Malvy was the
most Important of the defeatists
gathered Into the net enst by Tiger
Clemenceau. Boi.o Pasha, the pay
master of the German propaganda,
nnd Duval, the director of the non-n-

Rouge, tho Paris newspaper
bought to influence French public
opinion In favor of withdrawal from
the war, were both found guilty of
treason nnd shot In VInccnncs forest
Almereyda, the editor of Uonncf
Rouge, committed suicide In his cell,
nnd a dozen or more minor consplrn
tors are now In prison. Caillaux
alone now remains to be brought to
trial.

Federal Control of the Birds.
Doubtless the proclamation of PresI

dent Wilson announcing tho regula-
tions to protect migratory birds will
como ns n surprise to the sportsmen
of America In revealing how far
reaching In Its effect Is the treaty
between the United States and Great
Britain, and the enabling net recently
passed by Congress. America ex-- ,

terminated a number of Its birds be-

fore the great awakening enrae, nnd
it Is n cause for congratulation that
the species now menaced may be saved
for this and future generations.

Heretofore the Biological Survey of
tho Department ot Agriculture has
stipulated tbe open and close seasons
for wild fowl and shore birds. The
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new Federal regulations place a bag
limit on tho species permitted to be
taken, provide that tho sportsman or
tho pot hunter must use n gun only,
not larger than ten gauge, flrcd from
tho shoulder, and do not permit the
birds to be taken from nn aeroplane,
power boat or nny boat under sail. U
does allow, however, tho gunner to
hunt birds, from tho land or water,
from a blind or floating device with
tho aid of n dog or decoys.

The new regulations treat all alike
in :iie matter of the bag limit, nnd
nil sections of the country are treated
fairly so far as open seasons aro
concerned, gunners being pcrniltted
to hunt the various birds ns they
migrate on their Journey southwnrd
from two to three nnd n half months,
tho dates depending upon the arrival
of the migrants.

Doubtless there will be nn objection
to the limit of twenty-fiv- e ducks In
the aggregnte of all kinds, say In

North Carolina, where there Is no bag
limit except In one county, shooting
being closed on certain days of the
week In lieu of the unlimited bag, but
who should Jiot bo satisfied with
twenty-fiv- e ducks of nil kinds in the
aggregate, eight geese and'elght brnnt
In one dny? Of course, there aro days
when one can hunt from before sun-

rise to sunset and not get a duck,
but If a sportsman could go out and
shoot ducks nny day there wmild be
no pleasure in it. Hunting wild fowl
and shore birds Is a recreation.

The prohibition of the sale of wild
game annually becomes more effec-

tive in the vnrlous States. The new
Federal regulations will strike n blow
nt pot hunting nnd the use of pump
guns, nnd make men recall that this
generation owes something to those
which cone nfter.

We do owe something to our chil-

dren's children, nnd It Is a fine thing
to acknowledge It and do It so hand-
somely ns tho new migratory bird
regulations do. ;

It Is not easy to believe the report
that the Huns sank the British ambu-
lance transport only nfter spies had
reported that tho ship of mercy
chanced not to have any wounded Ger-
mans aboard. In somo of the Allies'
hospitals bombed by Hun airmen doc-

tors and nurses wero caring: for
wounded German soldiers.

.Dr. Chauncet M. Depew has lost
none of his old knnck of putting Into
words tho essential things we have
to do. "We must get into Germany,"
he says. "When that surgical opera-
tion Is performed they will see the
light." An operntlcn for blindness
hoped for by laymen, approved by
the faculty.

The men behind the movement 'mu
tiny among German sailors at WllhelmB- -

haven are revolutionary sailors who for
some time have been conducting propa
ganda with the object of stopping the
submarine wax because of Its losses.
Despatch from Amsterdam by tcay of
London.

The Germans aro mighty careful
about their own skins.

The captain of the Hun
which sank the fishing schooner Nel-

son A. will have something to explain
If he ever returns to his base. While
selecting some fine fish from the
schooner's catch ho nllowed the Nova
Scotlan skipper to rescuo n pair of
boots from his bunk. Is a true Hun's
heart to bo moved to such babyish
softness by a mess of fresh halibut?

A despatch from Baton Rouge pre-

dicts a closo vote in the Loulnlnnn
Assembly on the Federal prohibition
amendment. JJess close, probably. If
the patrons of the fizz which made
New Orleans famous are on tho spot
and on the Job.

WOMAN'S CLOTHES.

Tbe Epigram Emerson Quoted Is
Found In Many Forms.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir: That
thought about woman, clothes and re-

ligion runs all through modern polite
literature. In "Nothing to Wear."
printed In this town before the civil
war, we had It :

Another, whose grief nai been most ter-
rific

Ever since the sta lots of the steamer
Pacific.

In which vers engulfed, not friend or re-

lation
(For whose lots at least she might And

consolation),
But the choicest assortment of French

sleeves and collars
Ever brought out of Tarls worth thou-

sands of dollars!
And she touchlnclv says that this sort of

rrlef
Can't And In Hellclon the sllihtest relief!

And In a current novel It lurks In
this shape :

"O I dare not iro; look at those ruffians.
If I had only a pectoral cross!"

Never mind! You have rot something
better you are well dressed."

New York, August 7. W.

LIFE ON THE FARM.

Information Wanted by Prospectlo
Agriculturist!).

Tt the Editor or The Sun Sir: Al-

though I hnve held an Indoor position
of responsibility I am totally unfamiliar
with farming and was therefore very
much Interested in Mr. O. W. Stokes's
letter in The Sun regarding farms.

Upon advice of my doctor, because
of nervous breakdown, I have begun
on August 1 a three months rest to
November 1, at which time I will be well
ngaln. I then Intend to seek nnd se-

cure employment on a farm with the
purpose of obtaining sufficient and
reasonable direct knowledge of farm-
ing to warrant and allow me to rent or
purchase a small farm as an Ideal
means of livelihood for one who de
sires outdoor employment.

I hope other kind readers of The Sun
will give their views on this ever pres-
ent economlo problem for the Informa-
tion of others besides myself who may
be Interested. Manx T. Hanks.

New York, August 7.

Nicknames.
From t VtiMne Lodst Rrputllean.

Whin a felltr'a sot a nickname
And they call him Mick or Red.

X feller sometimes wants to fight
And punch the other's head.

But when a feller eels crowed up
And ha walks down the street,

It klnJa makes him feel at home.
No music sounds so sweet

As "Hello, Hick, how do you do!"
A feller sure unbends.

But "Mister" makes you feel Ilka Heck
A nickname mtans your friends.

V

CITY SALARIES.

A Protest A trains t Penalties Imposed
for Sickness,

To the Editor or The Sun Sir: Will

The sun kindly tell us through Its
column why some city employees who

have been absent for a period of a few
weeks during the winter, due to Illness,
submitting a doctor's certificate every
three days, should be barred from the
Increase now to be granted all em-
ployees under $1,600?

The Commissioner of the Tenement
House Department has eliminated from
the budget the names of all absentees
who through no fault of their own
were obliged to remain at home because
of sickness for a few weeks during
1017,

For Ihls Illness they have been de-

prived of a week's vacation and to them
alto Is refused Increases In salary. Is
this fair after Fome ten or twelve years
of faithful service? A Taxpater.

New York, August 7.

BEANS. AND BEANS,

Tbcre't a Difference, Especially In the
Cooking of Em.

To the Editor or The Sun Sir: Who
hits me on the bean does that which
not enriches him and makes me poor
indeed.

Beans not the best of food I rish 1

Also Tush 1 Go plum to 1

Pestiferous pessimists belittle the
choicest gifts of the gods. 'Tls little
good they get by carping. May be
there is a melancholy satisfaction com-li- y:

to them when they succeed In
tho confidence of mankind in

the beneficence of Providence, but can
this be done In the case of beans? No,
sir. Never !

Dletlsts have told us that beef is fit
food for cannibals only. They have
laboriously proved again and again that
wheat Is robbed of Its most precious
elements In the making of pure white
flour. They have declared tho flesh ot
swine deleterious and that of the lob
ster Indigestible. Extremely. And they
have held up their hands in holy horror
at hot biscuit.

We who know have kept on regaling
ourselves, regardless, and havo reaped
the rich reward of Intelligence in the
measureless content that comes after a
real repast.

And now comes one Into the columns
of The El-- who seeks to shatter our
faith In the bean. And even The Sun,
presumably all wise, lnstesd of casti-
gating the iconoclast, speaks disparag-
ingly of the "hopeless addict" who eats
beans In tho summer.

I have been reviled In many languages
and have found no small enjoyment In
It, but never havo I had greater satis-
faction than in reading those words
about myself, for I, sir, am a hopeless
addict who eats beans and gives thanks,
summer and winter. So did my fore-

bears, who the most of them lived well
up toward the century mark. When I
was born I had seven grandparents liv-
ing, and my kept on
living and eating beans till Just before
my daughter was born,

I admit that there are beans and
beans, tl havo been trying lately to
buy some of the marrowfat kind, for I
want only the best If I can get them.
There aro none In the market, for Uncle
Sam has bought them all for his boys
In the army and navy. So I perforce
content myself with small white beans,
which nre almost the same when prop-
erly cooked.

"Properly cooked." Aye, there's the
rub. If the hyperergic who penned that
diatribe had cooked his beans aright he
would have saved his Ink.

The notable housewives of New Eng
land, who were the best cooks on earth
In their generation, went a long way
toward perfection when they produced
the "Boston Baked Beans,"
but they fell Into one error of which
New England Is not yet convinced.

After all the rum which Hertford re-

quired had been distilled there was still
a little molasses left, and rnthcr than
waste It these estimable ladles poured
it Into their bean pots.

Doubtless thrift Is laudable, but this
was bad for the beans. You can't make
a Boston man sec It to this day, but
tho bean calls for no sweetening what
ever. There be those who put sugar
on lettuce and tomatoes and In their
claret, but the less said about such peo
pie the better. If they like their beans
and their wine that way this is a free
country, or was till Mr. Hoover forbade
the bakers to sprinkle sugar on pie,

I suppose If cotton were food he
would forhld seamstresses to bite off
the end of a thead when they wanted
to put It through the eye of a needle.

"Cuban Tourist" recommends cooking
a laurel leaf with beans, but that will
also have to wait till after the war.
Uncle Sam has commandeered all the
laurel for tho boys In uniform.

Garlic and spices are also added to
beans In Spain, It seems, and perhaps
the Spaniards like 'em that way. There's
no accounting for poor taste.

Say what you like, the bean reaches
apotheosis when It Is cooked together
with salt pork only. The fatter the
pork the better. Add your salt and
pepper afterward, and ketchup If you
like, but be sparing with that,

Oliver Hitchcock was the man who
taught New Yorkers what the bean Is.

"Luscious," by tho way, Is not ex-

actly the word to use with beans. It
Is r.ot quito adequate, but let that pass.
My thesaurus contains no word that is
entirely adequate.

Hitchcock's restaurant was In the
basement of French's Hotel.

French's was torn down. The little
restnurant was moved and Oliver went
to Valhalla, where, I doubt not, ho still
sports that enormous black mustache,
drives fast horses and cooks beans for
tho Vikings who demand something bet-

ter than ambrosia.
Here, now, Is a problem tor casuists.
What connection Is there between

beans and fast horses? Johnny Meehan
seemed to have found It, as Hitchcock
did, but it seems obscure.

But let that pass too. The question
is as to tho cooking of benns.

Billy Drysdale used to tell of the
skipper of a sloop that sailed the Ca-
ribbean seas who had an Inkling of the
secret, but ho applied ittocorfee through
some strange nberratlon. He would
take a cupful of coffee in a cupful of
water and boll the devil out of It.

The main thing to keep In mind is
to cook your beans sufficiently and then
keep on cooking them.

Up In the great pine forests of Mnlne
and Minnesota, and doubtless elsewhere
in pine forests I have not visited, they
cook them for forty-eig- hours, pro-
ducing viands on which the giant lum-
bermen mainly subsist, building up
thews of steel and India rubber In their
mighty frames, wl'.h never a revulsion
or ill effect.

Beans detrimental? Tell that to the
marines. David A. Curtis.

New YonK, August 7,

PROHIBITION AND WAR.

X Denial That the People Molt nave
Their Drink Stopped.,

To the Editor or The Bun Sir; The
American people are told that their
part In the war for liberty and democ-
racy will be a failure unless Congress
onacte a law forbidding the use by at
least 30.000,000 sober, 'temperate men
and women of beer, wine and other
beverages which they have been drink-
ing without injury to .their health or
efficiency. It is claimed that the pro-

hibition of these beverages Is necessary
In- order that we can do our share In
preaervlng the liberties of mankind
nKsln.it the despotism of autocracy, and
Congress Is urged to enact prohibitory
laws as a measure to aid In winning
the war.

France and Great Britain have been
engaged In the glgantla struggle that
has taxed all their resources and man
power for four years. Italy has been
exerting her utmost efforts for three
years. Yet In none of these countnrfl
has It been found necessary to Interfere
with the personal tastes and habits or
their people, and none of them has
adopted tho prohibition policy. On th
contrary, those threo nations furnish
their fighting men In the field with ttte
beverages which they are accustomed to
use and have commandeered enormous
quantities of wine, rum and other alco-

holic beverages for use by the armies
and In their military hospitals.

In there anything so fundamentally
wrong with the mental or physical
makeup of the American people that a
different policy must bo adopted for
their protection? Are they such weak,
spineless creatures that they cannot be
trusted to do their duty In furnishing
the ships, food, munitions and other sup-
plies for carrying on the war? Has
there been anything In the events of
the last year that showa them to be
so lacking In will power that they need
the guardianship of professional "moral
reformers"? This country grew to be
great, strong and Intelligent In produc-
tive Industry without prohibition. Why
force upon It the untried experiment of
a national prohibitory law at this time?
Wherein have we fallen short of doing
our part and doing It well? To whnt
department of our war activities can
tho Anti-Saloo- n League critics point nnd
say truthfully: "We havo failed because
we are a drunken people"? The pro- -
hlbltlon advocates have published broad
cast malicious slanders of our soldiers
In France, charging that they are In
capacitated by drunkenness. These
libels were promptly refuted by General
I'erstung and Secretary of War Baker,
to the disgrace of the men making them.
Can the prohibitionists show a single
case where military supplies have not
been furnished because of the drinking
hnblts of our workers? If not. what
Justification Is there for their plea that
the adoption of their narrow views re
garding alcoholic beverages Is necessary
as a war measure?

France. Great Britain nnd Italy, under
much greater strain than we have

been called upon to bear, havo not found
It necessary to adopt prohibition. What
Is wrong with our American manhood
If, as the prohibitionists nllege, we are
not now conducting our affairs so as to
win the war at the earliest possible
date? h.,L-Ne-

Tonic, August 7.

LOUIS THE HEAT HUNTER.
He Sketches In the Arliona Desert

With the Mercury nt 135.
To tub EniTon or The Sun Sir: In

1003, on my trip to New Zealand, Just
for personal edification I determined to
make a break at the Needles. Ariz., and
surely my stay broko all former rec-
ords as to meteorological conditions on
earth.

When I told to a couple of passengers
my Intention they at once despaired for
my F.mlty and fcnld . "You'll never come
out of It alive." Pen pawing them, I
alighted. On rushed the train due west.
Of course I was th only tourist thfre.
Undaunted, I entered the only hotel, the
railroad station house, fitted out for
guests.

The mercury had risen to 135 degrees
in the shade. To make matters worse,
there were no guests visible, and the
clerks eyed me curiously. However, 1

was used to that In my travels. After
registering, the boy took my satchel and
we vcnt to my room.

"Ice water, boy I" He left.
Then I happened to touch the sheet

on the bed. It was as hot as the lighted
tip of my cigar I was smoking. In fact,
every piece of furniture was nearlng the
burning point.

A knock. "Here's drinking water.
Here's water for washing."

Eager for some cooling potion, I filled
the glass. What Why the water was
boiling!

The next morning, having hnd a sleep
less night, lying disrobed on a burn-
ing sheets I decided to see what a full
day of experience would give me. 1

was repaid.
Reconnoitring has ever been my fore-

most passion. After breakfast 1 decided
to walk down to the desert. There,
finding a view on tho river, I sat on
my campstoo! and sketched. After five
minutes my shoes began to burn. Im-
possible to bear the pain on the soles
of my feet, I deserted from my fine

'vantage and (led to the umbrago nf a
thirty feet in circumference sycamore
tree. Even there the heat was too In-

tense.
Hack to the hotel. Wheh the sun

was down, nfter supper, I saw the sights
In the settlement: Just two long streets.
Barrooms were most numerous of the
hou.ts. In ono of them r sallied. Or
dercd a drink. I was tho observed of
all the rough and tumble men there. A
scuffle In the rear room ; vociferous
voices, A bullet Just skimmed my hat.
"Fortunate for you!" Bald the bartender.
Back to the hotel.

Having Intended to stay a week, I
decided to leave the next day as It was
too hot. Louis M. Kii.bmkmius,

Supremo Spirit of the Spheres.
New York, August 7,

WHEN THE POSTMAN COMES.

It Is a Sfesiago From the Society of
Antiquarians.

To the Epitor of The Sun Sir: Here
Is the prize one:

On July 29 I received through the
mall copies of a dally marine paper
published rlKht here In New York,
dated Juno 25, July 2 and July 12 all
In the same delivery.

That seems to bo going some even
for the present state of Inefficiency of
the postal service. F. 12. Pratt.

New York, August 7.

A Tribute to Missouri fienlus.
From Ike Kamai city Time:

Kdltor Lowry of the Mercer Sljnal seems
to be a doubly rare exception. He riles
a poem for his paper every week and ad- -
vertlses tliat he has money to lend.

HART, THE RELENTLESS SCRUTINEER
OF AMERICAN PORTRAITS.

Ho Destroyed Some Illusions, but Ho Helped to Increase the Fame of Our

Early Artists.

Early American portraiture lost Its

able arbiter and a' steadfast friend,

and ths world lost "a dlsagreesblo

man," when, a few days ago, In this
city, Charles Henry Hart died.

Disraeli makes Lothalr say that an
agree ablo man Is one who agrees with
every one. Charles Henry Hart, sharp
of eye and agile of wit, never gavo up

nn opinion once formed on full Inves-

tigation, and he was beloved and hated
according to the way his views
chanced to square or clash with those
with whom he came In contact. As
one who knew him, I am venturlnc to

write these lines about him because
,10body misunderstood him, nnd there
fore, taken all in all, he was a most
unpopular man. There Is danger, ow-

ing to his decided personality, and also
becauso in these days art has given
way to dazzle and camouflage, that the
great service which this man did for
American art will bo forgotten for a
time. Likewise, fifty years from now
there is no likelihood of posterity neg-

lecting to give every Jot of credit he
deserved to Charles Henry Hart.

As a writer on American history
nnd on the historical portraits nf this
country ho was splendidly accurate.
If his works were collected and his
unpublished manuscripts prepared for
tho press they would represent an
enormous monument to his knowledge
and hl3 Industry. Had he been a man
of Independent wealth and frco to fol-

low tho life of connoisseur or dilet-
tante ho might havo had hosts of
friends Instead of only a few. After he
had practised lw fur some years ho
was painfully injured in a railroad ac-

cident, and during his convalescence
ho turned to his studios of early Amer- -
lcal art- - and eventually made cri'.I
clsm nnd the expert examination of por
traits of tho period of about 1800 his
vocation. At first he had distributed
his opinions gratis, but later, putting
Into practice his experience ns a Phil
adelphia, lawyer, ho charged fees' and
obtained commissions when he sold
pictures for clients of tho new order.

In such circumstances it woult
have paid him to have been a fat
more agreeable man thnn he was, but
he was ever running counter to human
vanity and traditions. His acute legal
mind led him always to weigh the
evidence for or against the authen-
ticity of a painting, and his love for
masters of their craft, such ns Gilbert
Stuart, was so great that It amounted
to a creed.

His entrance Into the gallery of the
private or family collection was usu
ally Joyous: his exit problematical,
Most persons regard all that Is said
about their family portraits as gospel
truth. Aro there not neat, gilt tablets J

on the frames? Did not Uncle Amln- -

adab toll how his father, who had it
from hl3 grandfather, had told him
that the great artist was at the oldv
homo In Massachusetts nnd that he
was a very fine and courtly gentle-

man Indeed, and thnt he had stayed
threo dayB to paint this wonderful
work on a pearwood panel? Of course
this venerable portrait is absolutely
genuine!

Suppose, then, there comes Charles
Henry Hart to look over the family
portrait. He smiles Inscrutably and
tnkes a good long view. Usually ho
carried several magnifying glasses witn
him. nnd after he had used them all.
he put his own good right eye to the
canvas. When Chief Croker was at
the head of tho Fire Department
everybody knew that the blaze was out
when he took off his helmet anu put
on his derby. When Charles Henry
Hart gave the final test of his un-

aided vision it was the signal that
everything- was over.

"It's very creditable to preserve the
portraits of ancestors with such care,"
he remarks. "Smtbert, to' whom you
attribute this portrait, doveloped his
talent early in life, but fie was not
the prodigy hero indicated. He could
have been only four years old when
this most interesting work was
painted."

"It Is a valuable work of art?" was
tho usual inquiry

"I regret to say, sir," was often the
calm reply, "that it Is absolutely
worthless."

Supposo that you had In your pos.
session a portrait purporting to be by
John Singleton Copley, nnd that it
had been so long in your family that
you felt Justified in calling In nn ex
pert to tell you how good it was, no
matter If his fee was somewhat high,
provided that the work wns nil right.
It happened that the fees of Charles
Henry Hart were purely nominal or
close to the vanishing point, or may be
beyond it, if ho did not sustain tho
family traditions.

"Ah, n Copley," wo henr htm say
"Copley, you remember, left this coun-
try in 1774, never to return. Major
Andrt, of whom this is supposed to be
a likeness, came over here in Septem
ber of that year, nnd ho nnd Copley
must have passed each other in mid-ocea- n.

The Major came to his death
in 1780, nnd therefore he and Copley
could never havo met, The officer here
represented wears a uniform of the
dragoons, and Major AndrS was of the
line. In nddltlon, I regret to inform
you that thlB person is no't Major
Andr6 and does not in the slightest
manner resemble tho authentic por-

traits."
There was something exasperating

about the surefootedness of Hart. One
of the main reasons why ho was re-

garded as bo unpleasant a person
was that ho wan always rh-h- t; at
least, the writer does not know of a
rase in which tho waspish nrhiter was
wrong. He put his opinions in writ-
ing and signed them and .tnod by
them. Occasionally hn would And out
thnt ho wai a year off In his date, but
If he were, with punctilious earn ho
would send a letter with nil the de-

tails. His very exactness In those
matters often made him appear intcn-tlonnl- ly

discourteous.
Ono of Mr. Hart's last Investigations

wns of a portrait of General Washing
ton from the brush nf Gilbert Stuart and
Its relation to another portrait which
resembled It very closely. Ho though'
It his duty to record Ills opinion ot
theso works, and sent an article to
THE SUN on tho subject. Both of the
owners were naturally curious to

j know what ho had written, but he said
I that ho had nothing to say, as lie had

sent In his report, which would slmrt.
ly be made public. He had demW
stratcd that both wero authentic, one
being a right and the other a left view
As up to the last he hid been not
quite sure of a certain date, he did not
consider his opinion complete enough
to Justify his telling anybody about It
until the last detail had been supplied,
which was a day or so before publics
tlon. One of theso portraits was

published as a full pug,
Illustration In The Sun rotogravure
section. It is the property of Charles
Allen Munn Of this city.

The name and fame of Gilbert
Stuart will always have attached to it
the memory of Charles Henry Hart.
Tho critic has been referred to In th
obituaries as the discoverer of Stuart.
Ho might bo said to have been a plo.
necr In tho appreciation of the art of
the American portrait painters. Art
historians of high standing had for
years made It a practice to slur our
early limners. They referred to them
as coach or tavern sign painters who
incidentally had taken to canvas.
There never was a more unjust attack
upon tho memory of men who, despite
the tact thnt they lived in an age
which was not friendly to art, were
often artists of fine abilities. It nas
tho fashion In the days of our ance-
stors to attribute the works of these
numble disciples to Lely, to Kneller,
to Raeburn and to many others of the
English schools. Many painting sup-

posed to have como over from Ho-
lland, as Is shown in an unpublished
work by Mr. Hnrt on which ho wa?
working at the time of his death, were

from the brushes of some of these
geniuses whose names were not

known to the public of the time.
American art ot all kinds has had

tardy enough recognition, but certainly
tho palm was belated as far ns our
ctrly American portrait painters were
concerned. Such men as Mr. Snmu;!
P. Avery, Sr.. through whose Infl-
uence the Clbbs-Channln- g portrait of

Washington by Gilbert Stuart found
its way to the Metropolitan Museum
of Art, and Mr. Thomas II, Clark,
who is tho owner of a splendid Stuart
portrait of Washington, were amon
those who blazed the way for ths
understanding and appreciation of the
wor 0f our eighteenth century mas

tors of portraiture. Charles Henry
Hart, unrelenting foe of sham, was no
perfect nor no gentlo knight, but he
was the unrelenting nnd inexorable
champion of the rights of Stuart, ot
West, of Vanderlyn and the Pcales.

When ho drew attention to the rare
technique of Stuart the works of the
pnintor were not considered of gre.it
value. Stuart himself used to refrr
to his unfinished Athcnncum portrait
of General Washington as Ills $50 Mil.

because from his likeness, painted
from life and left In its half done

state to keep htm from selling It, he
was accustomed to make replicas, at
the moderate price named, when he
needed the money. In recent years
portraits by Stuart have been sold

at from $2.1,000 to J30.000 each,
It was only natural that n man of

Mr. Hart's temperament should feel

a sense of personal responsibility In

preventing spurious paintings from
being folsjed upon collectors. The cat
alogues of the collections of private
owners which he prepared nre of espe-

cial value in that he would never p.i
any work unless ho was absolutely
sure as to the artist. When he saw a

chance to vindicate Stuart he was as
delighted as a schoolboy who Inn
found a mw pupil with whom to flj t
on the first day ot the term.

It was only a few months ago. .n

preparing the catalogue for n weal'i''
collector of this city, that he found a

$25,000 so. called Stuart and refused to
go on with his work until he had mail
tho man who sold it take It back and
refund the money.

When he felt that the two portr.i "
in the Metropolitan Museum of Art

representing tho first Spanish Ambn-sado- r

to the United States and
wife were not works of Stuart, as tn
gilt tablets announced, but from t

brush of an Iberian nrtlst nnm'l
Lopez, he made the welkin of nr'
criticism ring for many n day H"

maintained that although tho face of

tho woman might have been painted
by Stuart, the great Amcrlcnn wouU
nover have worked up such detail' of

costume, and that thcro wns little r
nothing to Juhtlfy the attribution Hn
controversy with Sir Caspar I'urdon
Clark was a memorabio one

In the samo way he Insisted that
tho exquisitely finished "Self Portrait
of Malbone," which was purchased l v

the Metropolitan, was in real.t a

clever copy of an original now In the
Corcoran Art Gallery, nnd was from
tho brush of an American artist name!
Mason. The work was subsequent
returned to tho dealer from whom i

was ncqulred, nnd Charles Henrv Mart
added a few more enemies to a int
already long.

Mr. Hart was one of those re-- r' '

for the recent la
Independence Hall, Philadelphia
portraits were adjudged by the .rtT
to have crept In with wron In' I"

Nobody but Charles Henr.v t

would have signalized his eb il "

the fellowship of the staid V ' ' -

vanla Acndemy of Fine Arts M t. re
it that Philadelphia had permit' ' -

narrow provincialism to cause
lose Its place In nrt and letters l.'

marks like that caused the i,'
Journalists not to go Into nnj. h
when Mr. Hart died. He spuk'
New York also homely truths w' , 1

did not tend to Increase his pop il

All theso aro ephemcr.il '' '

as far as he was con"''
however, for tho good thnt l''
Henry Hart did for rally

portraiture cannot die H
only n imall collection of r'."i' ''

nmples himself, but he ht.m .

others to acquire line c.hiv.im.-de- r

correct Ubels. The rrtli x

of the acidulous nrbiter is sen
galleries devoted to American I

trnlturo In such Institution-- .

Metropolltnn Museum of Art
Brooklyn lnstltuto of Arts an I

dices, whom n notnbln e.h:M'
such works wn held Inst win"
the Pennsyl' Academy "f '

Arts and tin Vnrcester Mil"""'
fact, all AineriiMii museums an
devoting a part of their fundu '

recognition of this one d s
hool. Tho fin- - collections '

Hrook Club of this city and a

the Manor House ut Yonkers
there Is a loan collection ownr ' '

Alexander Smith Cochrane sh v.

tho Interest which obtains In
art. John Walker lUr.ra- - --


